TEACHING METHODS COMPETENCY 

EDU 424 • Checking for Understanding

(1ce, 4bc, 5eq, 6dfhj) *
Description of assignment

To maximize students' learning, we need to be sure they understand the main focus of an activity.   Often students do not understand material presented as well as we think they do.  Simply asking students, "Do you have any questions?" does not provide an accurate idea of their level of understanding.  Therefore, teachers need to master specific techniques to "check for understanding."  With this in mind, incorporate at least two of the four techniques discussed by Rauschenbach (1994) into a "mini-lesson":


1. Shadowing
3. Reiteration


2. Choral responding
4. Group alerting

Outcomes of assignment **

The assignment represents 10 points of the course total, distributed in the following manner:


Specify which techniques are being incorporated
5 pts


in advance. 
 


Utilize at least two techniques during a mini-lesson.
5 pts
Example of assignment

"Before we start to practice headstands, everyone show me the position for your head and hands.  Don't actually kick your legs in the air until we have spotters (#1)...Let's see what you remember about spotting.  I'll show you three different possibilities and you be ready to indicate which is correct...Mary, which one do you think is right?...Whoever thinks Mary is right, raise your hand" (#4).  

* Indicates Board of Teaching MNSEP standards that assignment fulfills.
** Those who score less than 8.5 will need to repeat the assignment until 8.5 


is achieved (maximum score). 
