CURRICULUM/TEACHING METHODS COMPETENCY 

EDU 424 • Sequencing Motor Skills

(1deh, 2abc, 3ilm, 4bcegh, 6jk, 7af) *
Description of assignment
Students in the same grade represent a range of developmental levels.  To appropriately challenge all students, teachers need to provide some “open-ended” movement tasks that may be fulfilled in many different ways.  Providing open-ended tasks in convergent or divergent sequences allow all children to potentially succeed and feel good about their performance.


Objectives
Write open-ended movement tasks.

Write convergent or divergent movement task sequence.

Distinguish between organizational details and movements tasks.


Procedures
Indicate skill theme(s), concept(s) and grade level on both sides of the task sheet.  Brainstorm possible movement tasks.

Choose between a convergent or divergent sequence (indicate on front of task sheet when you know for sure).

Select movement tasks to include in a 20-minute progression for a class of 24 children.  Progress tasks by group structure as well as by skill difficulty:



Individual -
Give children a chance to practice many times in succession with their own piece of equipment.



Partner -
Give children a chance to cooperate in practicing a skill.



Small group -
Provide children with an opportunity to apply skills in a 



small group activity or challenge.

Write the tasks in a convergent or divergent order, and type them in Column 1 of your task sheet.  You may access the task sheet via the "Henkel Web" by selecting Movement tasks under the heading Assignments at the following URL address: www.bethel.edu/~shenkel/. Then open Task table as a microsoft word document and download it onto your desktop.

Complete the remainder of the task sheet, using the problem solving example from class as a guide.

Column 2 -
Prior to explaining each movement task, write out word-


for-word organizational details or directions.

Column 3 -
Write out word-for-word descriptions of movement tasks.  

Several tasks should be open-ended (i.e. so the same task 


may be completed in several different ways).

Column 4 - 
Movement cues represent ways to refine tasks, or to describe specific aspects of the movement. Throwing is an example of a task. Stepping with your opposite foot forward is a particular cue describing how to throw. Write cues word-for word, as with the information in Columns 2 and 3.

Outcomes of assignment **
The assignment represents 15 points of the course total, distributed in the following manner: To what extent are tasks.  .  . 


open-ended (i.e. provide movers choices)

 3 pts


appropriate for the grade level

 3 pts


progressive

 3 pts



- progression of content (convergent or divergent)



- progression of group structure


distinguishable from organizational details

 3 pts


complemented with helpful movement cues

 3 pts

* Indicates Board of Teaching MNSEP standards that assignment fulfills.
** Those who score less than 12.5 will need to repeat the assignment until 12.5


is achieved (maximum score).
