TEACHING METHODS COMPETENCY 

EDU 424 • Classroom Management: Gaining Attention/Signal
(5denop, 6cdh) *

Description of assignment

Part of managing a class involves establishing a clear signal for getting student's attention, then maintaining attention through good eye contact.  This can be especially challenging in a large gymnasium or outdoor setting where students are spread out and distractions abound.  Success depends on (a) determining a signal in advance, (b) teaching the signal to students, (c) using the signal effectively, and (d) monitoring eye contact of students.  With this in mind, determine a way to achieve and maintain student's attention in the context of an actual "mini-lesson."

Outcomes of assignment **

The assignment represents 20 points of the course total, distributed in the following manner:

Specify a signal for getting attention in advance.
5 pts
Clearly communicate the signal to students during a
5 pts
mini-lesson and ‘rehearse’ it with students.

Use the signal consistently from an appropriate location
5 pts
and with appropriate volume.

Specifically request eye contact of students more than once.
5 pts
Example of assignment

The teacher specifies to the instructor in writing that coughing will be the signal (fictitious).  Near the beginning of the mini-lesson, the teacher says: "First graders, whenever I cough, stop right away and listen carefully because I have something important to say.  The quicker you listen, the quicker you can be active again.  Let’s practice…” When attention is needed, the teacher coughs loudly while facing all the students.  While explaining ideas, the teacher requests that students look at her/him.

* Indicates Board of Teaching MNSEP standards that assignment fulfills.
** Those who score less than 16 will need to repeat the assignment until 16 


is achieved (maximum score). 
