CURRICULUM COMPETENCY

EDU 424 • Motivating Students

Reflecting about Student Goal Orientations

(2d, 5afj)*

Read the articles by Boyce (2009) and Mowling et al (2004) on student motivation. Then complete the questions below to better understand your role in motivating students intrinsically, and how intrinsic motivation is related to lifelong learning.

1. Two basic goal orientations of students are


 and

, and they are characterized by a

 or 




 climate, respectively.

2. Depending on the goal orientation, a student either defines achievement as



 or 



.

3. Consequently, the primary cause of outcomes is either 
 or 
.

4. Which goal orientation is problematic for students of lower ability? Why?

5. Which goal orientation do you lean towards? Describe a time that orientation was helpful, and a time it was not helpful.

6. Although students may have a bent toward a given goal orientation, teachers may influence their focus.  Teachers can provide successful experiences by:


a. attending to individual differences through 
 variations.


b. encouraging attributions to 
.


c. helping all students (especially those with low perceived ability) to focus on task



performance through 

 goals.


d. emphasizing 

 of performance over time.
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* Indicates Board of Teaching MNSEP standards that assignment fulfills.
** Those who score less than 8.5 out of 10 will need to repeat the assignment until 8.5 


is achieved (maximum score). 
