TEACHING METHODS COMPETENCY 

EDU 424 • Classroom Management: Gaining Attention/Equipment

(4ci, 5deno) *

Description of assignment

Several management techniques help maximize student attention and movement time while using small equipment in physical education.  Techniques include (a) giving initial directions before issuing equipment, (b) "immobilizing" equipment while giving directions thereafter, and (c) using a "stop" signal to prevent premature activity.  

When giving initial directions, teachers may first organize students and then give movement content, or give all directions at one time and have students carry them out concurrently.  Either way, giving directions immediately after dispersing equipment should be avoided.  Teachers may vary how they "immobilize" equipment during a lesson, depending on (a) the type of equipment used, (b) how many directions are being given, and (c) the developmental level of students.  A "stop" signal may be used each time directions are given.  By prefacing directions with the statement: "When I say go", students process directions better before moving.  This also gives teachers an opportunity to check students' understanding of directions before starting activity.  Stop signals are most effective when teachers also employ clear "go" signals to begin activity.
Outcomes of assignment **
The assignment represents 15 points of the course total, distributed in the following manner:


Give clear directions for organization and for content before
5 pts

issuing equipment, and avoid giving directions immediately


after issuing equipment during a mini-lesson. 


Effectively "immobilize" equipment before giving ensuing 
5 pts

directions during the mini-lesson. 


Consistently employ clear stop and go signals during the mini-lesson.
5 pts
* Indicates Board of Teaching MNSEP standards that assignment fulfills.
** Those who score less than 12.5 will need to repeat the assignment until 12.5 


is achieved (maximum score). 
