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1. People who are blind acquire a "6th sense" for directing themselves.

(Although many people who are blind develop other senses more fully, they do not have a "6th sense")
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2. Most people who are blind still have some useful sight. (True for approximately 75%)
(
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3. When assisting a person with a seeing-eye dog, it is fine to pet the animal to help it feel more comfortable. (For safety, a seeing-eye dog needs to be alert and undistracted)

(
(
4. In contrast to common belief, fewer than 30% of people who are blind use Braille. (Only 8.5%)
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5. A majority of people who use wheelchairs have multiple disabilities and require assistance in communicating. (Most people who use wheelchairs can speak for themselves)
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6. When someone is in a wheelchair, it's polite to provide assistance before you've been asked. (Ask what kind of assistance, if any, is needed)
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7. Ten percent of Americans have a hearing disability.
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8. A student is more likely to have been born deaf than to have acquired deafness. (Approximately 2/3 have congenital deafness)

(
(
9. People with speech difficulties are mistakenly identified as being drunk or retarded. (Or, some are mistakenly thought to be mentally ill)
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10. People with developmental disabilities like Down Syndrome should not be expected to handle technical jobs such as exchanging money or operating computer equipment. (People with developmental disabilities are successfully employed throughout the country)
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11. About 3% of the population has mental retardation. (2.28% with no known organic dysfunction and .76% with known organic dysfunction that causes mental retardation)
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12. More than 65% of people who have cerebral palsy also have a mental disability. (Actually very few)
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13. Cancer, diabetes, AIDS, epilepsy, dyslexia and mental illness are all examples of "hidden" disabilities that are covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act. (Examples of hidden disabilities not covered by the ADA include sexually behavior disorders, illegal drug use and compulsive gambling)
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14. Children who are curious should be allowed to ask people about their disabilities. (Most people with a disability won't mind answering questions)

