
Possible Decrees Referenced in Daniel 9

Cyrus’ decree - 539 B.C.

Exhibit A

(Then) he [Marduk] pronounced the name of Cyrus (Ku-ra-a), king of Anshan, declared him (lit.:
pronounced [his] name) to be(come) the ruler of all the world…. [Marduk] ordered him to march against his
city Babylon (Ká.dingir.ra). He made him set out on the road to Babylon (din.tirki) going at his side like a
real friend. His widespread troops--their number, like that of the water of a river, could not be established--
strolled along, their weapons packed away.4 Without any battle, he made him enter his town Babylon
(u.an.na), sparing Babylon (Ká.dingir.raki) any calamity. He delivered into his (i.e. Cyrus') hands
Nabonidus, the king who did not worship him (i.e. Marduk)…. I returned to (these) sacred cities on the other
side of the Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a long time, the images which (used) to live
therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries. I (also) gathered all their (former) inhabitants and
returned (to them) their habitations.”    ANE 1:206-8 

Cyrus Cylinder - British Museum



Exhibit B

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of
Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout
all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying:"Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The LORD, the God of
heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to build Him a house in
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him! Let
him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel; He is the
God who is in Jerusalem. Every survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the men of that place support
him with silver and gold, with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering for the house of God which
is in Jerusalem.'"   Ezra 1.1-4

Darius’ Decree - 519-518 B.C.

At that time Tattenai, the governor of the province beyond the River, and Shethar-bozenai and their
colleagues came to them and spoke to them thus, "Who issued you a decree to rebuild this temple and to
finish this structure?" Then we told them accordingly what the names of the men were who were
reconstructing this building.But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop
them until a report could come to Darius, and then a written reply be returned concerning it.

This is the copy of the letter which Tattenai, the governor of the province beyond the River, and
Shethar-bozenai and his colleagues the officials, who were beyond the River, sent to Darius the king.They
sent a report to him in which it was written thus: "To Darius the king, all peace.       Ezra 5.3-7

Artaxerxes’ Decree to Ezra 457 B.C.

Now this is the copy of the decree which King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, learned in the
words of the commandments of the LORD and His statutes to Israel:
"Artaxerxes, (H)king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace.
And now I have issued a decree that any of the people of Israel and their priests and the Levites in my
kingdom who are willing to go to Jerusalem, may go with you. Forasmuch as you are sent by the king and
his seven counselors to inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem according to the law of your God which is
in your hand, and to bring the silver and gold, which the king and his counselors have freely offered to the
God of Israel, (K)whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, with all the silver and gold which you find in the whole
province of Babylon, along with the freewill offering of the people and of the priests, who (N)offered
willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem; with this money, therefore, you shall diligently
buy bulls, rams and lambs, with their grain offerings and their drink offerings and offer them on the altar of
the house of your God which is in Jerusalem. Whatever seems good to you and to your brothers to do with
the rest of the silver and gold, you may do according to the will of your God. Also the utensils which are
given to you for the service of the house of your God, deliver in full before the God of Jerusalem. The rest of
the needs for the house of your God, for which you may have occasion to provide, provide for it from the
royal treasury. 

I, even I, King Artaxerxes, issue a decree to all the treasurers who are in the provinces beyond the River,



that whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the law of the God of heaven, may require of you, it shall be done
diligently, even up to 100 talents of silver, 100 kors of wheat, 100 baths of wine, 100 baths of oil, and salt as
needed. Whatever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be done with zeal for the house of the God of
heaven, so that there will not be wrath against the kingdom of the king and his sons.

We also inform you that it is not allowed to impose tax, tribute or toll on any of the priests, Levites, singers,
doorkeepers, Nethinim or servants of this house of God. You, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God
which is in your hand, appoint magistrates and judges that they may judge all the people who are in the
province beyond the River, even all those who know the laws of your God; and you may teach anyone who is
ignorant of them.

Whoever will not observe the law of your God and the law of the king, let judgment be executed upon him
strictly, whether for death or for banishment or for confiscation of goods or for imprisonment." 
Ezra 7.11-16

Artaxerxes’ Decree to Nehemiah 445 B.C. 

And it came about in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, that wine was before him,
and I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. So the king said to
me, "Why is your face sad though you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of heart." Then I was very
much afraid. I said to the king, "Let the king live forever Why should my face not be sad when the city, the
place of my fathers' tombs, lies desolate and its gates have been consumed by fire?" Then the king said to
me, "What would you request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. I said to the king, "If it please the king,
and if your servant has found favor before you, send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' tombs, that I may
rebuild it."

Then the king said to me, the queen sitting beside him, "How long will your journey be, and when will you
return?" So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a definite time. And I said to the king, "If it please
the king, let letters be given me (I)for the governors of the provinces beyond the River, that they may allow
me to pass through until I come to Judah, and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may
give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress which is by the [a]temple, for the wall of the city
and for the house to which I will go " And the king granted them to me because the good hand of my God
was on me.   Nehemiah 2.1-8


